December 9-11
Portland, Oregon
The Hilton Portland
921 SW 6th Avenue

2016 National Domestic
Fair Trade Conference
Fair Trade and Racial Justice in Our Agricultural
System
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Building a Movement
The National Domestic Fair Trade
Conference
In an effort to connect
stakeholders throughout the
agricultural supply chain, the DFTA
has hosted an annual meeting
every year since the birth of the
organization. This year, we took
our annual meeting to the next
level and planned a full conference
in Portland, Oregon filled with local
tours, keynote speakers, panels,
workshops, and the presentation
of a domestic fair trade award.
This conference helps farmers,
farmworkers, retailers, processors,
distributors, manufacturers,
advocates, and activists find and
share concrete solutions to

improving our agricultural
production system. Through this
special event, the DFTA is creating
the opportunity for organizations
and businesses to link their vital
work on the ground to the larger
goal of a world with more fair
trade.

Connecting Stakeholders
throughout the
Agricultural Supply Chain
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+
Domestic
Fair Trade Association
Who We Are
The Domestic Fair Trade Association is the
primary thought leader on domestic fair
trade and a crucial advocate for workers
rights, fair prices for farmers, and
environmental sustainability in the
American and Canadian agricultural system.

The mission of the DFTA is to promote,
educate, and advocate for an agricultural
production system that meets the sixteen
domestic fair trade principles identified by
diverse stakeholders throughout the
agricultural supply chain.

We are a membership-based organization
with 31 members spanning five stakeholder
groups along the food chain—farmers,
farmworkers, retailers, intermediaries
(manufacturers, processors, and
distributors), and NGOs.

The DFTA facilitates connections between
agricultural sectors in order to build
resilient communities and improve food
production so that the agricultural system is
healthy, just, and sustainable.
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DOMESTIC FAIR
TRADE TOURS
Friday, December 9, 2016
8:00 Registration and Breakfast
Meet us in the hotel lobby for your
discount at the Grab n’ Go and to receive
your conference materials.

9:30 Leave Hotel
10:00-11:30 Tour of Organically
Grown Company Warehouse
Facilities
20078 Northeast Sandy Boulevard,
Portland, OR 92730

12:00-12:30 Tour of Food Front
Cooperative Grocery
2375 NW Thurman Street, Portland, OR
97230

12:30-1:30 Lunch and Discussion
While enjoying brown bag lunches
provided by Food Front Cooperative
Grocery, we will discuss unionized co-ops
and the current state of the natural foods
retail industry.

2:30-5:00 Tour of PCUN
Headquarters
300 Young Street, Woodburn, OR 97071
In addition to the tour of PCUN’s facilities,
including their radio station and
farmworker housing development
corporation, we will hear from the owners
of Praying Mantis Farm and Anahuac
Farms about fair labor in agriculture.

6:00 Return to Hotel
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About the Tours
More Information about Our Friday Tours

Photo Credit: Pamplin Media

Photo Credit: Doug Beghtel/The Oregonian

Organically Grown
Company

Food Front Cooperative
Grocery

Pineros y Campesinos
Unidos del Noroeste

Organically Grown Company is the
biggest distributor of organic
produce in the Northwest.

This food co-op was founded in
1972 by a small group of
Portlanders and has now grown to
10,000 members and two locations
in Portland.

PCUN is Oregon’s farmworker
union and the largest Latino
organization in the state.

OGC is an employee and grower
owned company and a proud
member of the DFTA.
During the tour, conference
attendees will learn about how a
food distribution company can
work to support organic
agriculture in a way that’s fair,
good, and clean.

It is a unionized co-op that is
committed to promoting a vibrant
regional food system.

They organize year-round
employees, irrigators, seasonal
workers, nursery and reforestation
workers, and cannery workers.

Domestic Fair Trade Association | www.thedfta.org | 347-589-3398 | info@thedfta.org | 5

Domestic Fair Trade Conference
Saturday, December 10, 2016
The Hilton Portland
7:15-8:45 Buffet Breakfast
Broadway Rooms
Please enjoy make-your-own breakfast burritos with produce from Organically Grown Company, beans from
Farmer Direct Co-op, and coffee and tea from Equal Exchange.

8:45-10:30 Conference Welcome
Broadway Rooms
We will be kicking off our conference with a keynote speech given by Blain Snipstal. Following his speech
there will be a panel response and a discussion with conference participants.

10:30-10:45 Break
Broadway Level Foyer and Conference Level Foyer

Please enjoy a fresh fruit snack, as well as coffee and tea from Equal Exchange.

10:45-12:15 Conference Sessions
1. Domestic Fair Trade Certification: The Past, the Present, and the Future
Forum Suite
2. A Path Toward Food Sovereignty: Spotlight on Intertribal Initiatives
Directors Suite
3. Domestic Fair Trade and the Movement to Raise the Wage
Council Suite

12:15-1:45 Lunch and Self-Organized Discussions
Downtown Portland, Oregon
If you walk just six blocks, you can find over 30 of the best food trucks in Portland. Please see your conference
folder for directions and a list of some of the trucks. Self-organized discussions will take place at the hotel
starting at 12:45pm (see page 12 for a description of a discussion hosted by UFCW 21).

1:45-3:15 Conference Sessions
1. Approaches to Domestic Fair Trade: The Role and Limits of Certification, Government
Policy, and Union Contracts
Forum Suite
2. Ownership, Racism, and Poverty
Council Suite
3. Ethical Cannabis: A New Frontier
Directors Suite
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Domestic Fair Trade Conference
Saturday, December 10, 2016
The Hilton Portland
3:15-3:30 Break
Broadway Level Foyer and Conference Level Foyer
Please enjoy make-your-own trail mix featuring nuts, chocolate, and dried fruit, as well as coffee and tea—all
provided by Equal Exchange.

3:30-5:00 Conference Sessions
1. Marketing and Communicating Domestic Fair Trade Principles
Forum Suite
2. The Conditions, Rights, and Current Campaigns of Food Systems Workers
Council Suite
3. The International Approach to Domestic Fair Trade: Decent Work and the Future of
Global Organics
Directors Suite
4. Fair Trade and Free Trade: How They Impact Climate Change and Race in our Food
System
Studio Suite

5:00-5:30 Closing
Broadway Rooms

Please join us back in the larger room for final remarks and a chance to fill out conference evaluations.

7:30-10:30 Domestic Fair Trade Party and Award Ceremony
Equal Exchange: 3460 NW Industrial Street, Portland, OR 97210
To celebrate the gathering of farmers, farmworkers, retailers, processors, distributors, and NGOS dedicated to
the principles of domestic fair trade, the DFTA and Equal Exchange are hosting a party! The party will include
delicious local food from Que Bacano!, drinks, a silent auction, and the award ceremony for our 1st Annual
Domestic Fair Trade Award.
The 1st Annual Domestic Fair Trade Award recipient is Familias Unidas por la Justicia (FUJ). FUJ is an
independent farmworker union of indigenous families located in Burlington, Washington representing over
500 Triqui, Mixteco, and Spanish speaking workers at Sakuma Brothers Berry Farm. FUJ formed on July 11th,
2013 with the hopes of securing a better future for hand harvesters in the local berry fields of Whatcom and
Skagit County. Nearly four years later, on September 12, 2016 FUJ won a historic secret ballot election
ushering in a new era for farmworker justice in Washington State.
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DFTA Membership Meeting
Sunday, December 11, 2016
The Hilton Portland
7:30-9:30 Buffet Breakfast
Broadway Rooms I, II, & III
Please enjoy oatmeal from Farmer Direct Co-op, sausage, and scrambled eggs, as well as coffee and tea from
Equal Exchange.

9:30-10:00 Member Welcome
Broadway Rooms I, II, & III
DFTA Board Chair, Rosalinda Guillen from Community to Community Development will welcome us to our
membership meeting followed by an introduction to our consensus process by DFTA Board Member, Grace
Cox from Olympia Food Co-op.

10:00-10:45 Mapping Resources: One-on-One Activity
Broadway Rooms I, II, & III
DFTA Vice Chair, Ernesto Velez Bustos from Centro Campesino will lead us through an exercise to map the
collective resources of the DFTA. You will get the chance to interact one-on-one with fellow DFTA members.

10:45-11:00 Break
Broadway Level Foyer
Please enjoy a fresh fruit snack, as well as coffee and tea from Equal Exchange.

11:00-12:30 Strategizing for a New Presidential Administration
Broadway Rooms I, II, & III
Members will have 45 minutes to discuss four guiding questions pertaining to this topic. Subsequently, all
sectors will come together as a group to have a larger discussion about our work in a new political climate.

12:30-2:00 Lunch and Self-Organized Discussions
Downtown Portland, Oregon
If you walk just six blocks, you can find over 30 of the best food trucks in Portland. Please see your conference
folder for directions and a list of some of the trucks. Self-organized discussions will take place at the hotel
starting at 1:00pm.
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Domestic Fair Trade Conference
Sunday, December 11, 2016
The Hilton Portland
2:00-4:00 DFTA Strategic Planning
Broadway Rooms
This session will start with a description of our strategic planning process thus far. Sectors will then have 45
minutes to discuss key questions pertaining to the strategic planning document. Afterward, we will have a
large group discussion led by Peter Cervantes-Gautschi, the founder of ENLACE, in order to make concrete
decisions concerning the next three years of our organization.

4:00-4:15 Break
Broadway Level Foyer
Please enjoy make-your-own trail mix featuring nuts, chocolate, and dried fruit, as well as coffee and tea—all
provided by Equal Exchange.

4:15-4:45 Board Elections
Broadway Rooms I, II, & III
Sectors will nominate and approve their board representatives. Sectors will also discuss their top choices for
the location and time of the next membership meeting.

4:45-5:00 Closing
Broadway Rooms I, II, & III
We will give the final remarks and members will have a chance to fill out membership meeting evaluations.
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Domestic Fair Trade Conference
Session Descriptions
Our Keynote Speaker
Blain Snipstal
Blain Snipstal is a small-scale collective farmer from the Black
Dirt Farm Collective in Eastern Maryland. He is a North
American leader of La Via Campesina, an organization that
represents over 200 million farmers in 73 countries and a
board member of the Southeastern African-American Farmers
Organic Network (SAAFON). Blain has worked to promote
agroecology and provide education and training to
underserved small-scale farmers.

Domestic Fair Trade Certification: The Past, the Present, and the Future
Fair trade was initially a movement of small-scale producers in the “Global South” that were generally organized into
cooperatives. Certification bodies, however, are currently more and more interested in fair trade certification in the
“Global North,” an area that has typically been exempt from fair trade labels. Our speakers will discuss how this original
vision of Domestic Fair Trade may have changed over time. They will also address the benefits and consequences of
domestic fair trade certification, as well as strategies for increasing collaboration within the movement.
Speakers: Marty Mesh from Florida Organic Growers, Rosalinda Guillen from Community to Community Development,
and Nathalie Marin-Gest from Fair Trade USA

A Path Toward Food Sovereignty: Spotlight on Intertribal Initiatives
Globally, many activists fight for the democratization of the food system so that power, land, and the rights to water,
seed, and food-producing resources are redistributed to the poor and underserved. We will hear from representatives
of Native Communities in the United States about their efforts to address the right to food. Speakers will discuss the
Nisqually Seafood Marketing Program, as well as the Intertribal Agriculture Council Market Mobile Program and
American Indian Made Trademark. They will also address how governmental policy affects their efforts to achieve food
sovereignty.
Speakers: Holly Baker from Farmworker Association of Florida (moderator), Richard Thomas from the Nisqually Tribe,
Dan Cornelius from the Intertribal Agriculture Council

Domestic Fair Trade and the Movement to Raise the Wage
With the federal minimum wage still at only $7.25, campaigns to raise the minimum wage have spread across the
country. This session will address the connections between the labor movement and food and agriculture advocacy
efforts, as well as how these connections can continue to be strengthened. We will hear from a diverse set of speakers
about how businesses and workers have gotten involved in minimum wage campaigns and how higher wages are only
the beginning in creating a fairer agricultural supply chain.
Speakers: Grace Cox from Olympia Food Co-op (moderator), Christina Volgyesi from Dr. Bronner’s, Mark Medina from
the Burgerville Workers Union, Joshua Sbicca from Colorado State University, and Marc Auerbach from UFCW 21
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Domestic Fair Trade Conference
Session Descriptions

Approaches to Domestic Fair Trade: The Role and Limits of Certification, Government Policy,
and Union Contracts
From third party certification to unionization, there are currently many different approaches to achieving a fair and
sustainable agricultural supply chain. We will hear from our speakers about what these different approaches are, what
benefits and drawbacks exist for each approach, and how these approaches can best complement, rather than
undermine, each other in a climate with increasing desire for ethical consumption.
Speakers: Grace Cox from Olympia Food Co-op (moderator), Chelsie Papiez from Agricultural Justice Project, Rosalinda
Guillen from Community to Community Development, Kathia Ramirez from CATA- The Farmworker Support Committee,
Marley Moynahan and Lupe Gonzalo from the Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW), and Margaret Reeves from the
Equitable Food Initiative (EFI)

Ownership, Racism, and Poverty
Given that ownership and hierarchy concentrate wealth and perpetuate poverty, this workshop will discuss how
disenfranchised groups can gain ownership in the marketplace through branding. This session will include an example of
a successful farmer-owned brand, an update of the Driscoll’s boycott, and a discussion about the relationship between
ownership, racism, and poverty, ownership of a brand as a complementary strategy to boycotts, and other forms of
ownership other than branding.
Speakers: Jason Freeman from Farmer Direct Co-op (moderator), Ramon Torres from Familias Unidas por la Justicia
[Edgar Franks from Community to Community Development as translator], Blain Snipstal from Black Dirt Farm Collective
and the Southeastern African-American Farmers Organic Network (SAAFON), and Spencer Wood from Kansas State
University.

Ethical Cannabis: A New Frontier
This presentation will include an explanation of the current and future labor and environmental problems present in the
burgeoning cannabis industry. A discussion will follow regarding the need for certification in this field, including what
constitutes an appropriate governance structure and standards setting process for this type of certification, as well as
strategies for raising awareness and involving the community in this issue.
Speakers: Elizabeth Bennett from Lewis and Clark College and Ashley Preece-Sackett from Cascadia Labs and the Ethical
Cannabis Alliance.

Marketing and Communicating Domestic Fair Trade Principles
How do you convey your principles through marketing? We will hear from growing and established brands about how
they tell their stories—what has worked, and what has not—in the increasingly competitive natural and organic sector.
Speakers: Anna Canning from Fair World Project (moderator), Jason Freeman from Farmer Direct Co-op, Christina
Volgyesi from Dr. Bronner’s, and Jessie Gunn from Wholesum Harvest
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Domestic Fair Trade Conference
Session Descriptions
The Conditions, Rights, and Current Campaigns of Food Systems Workers
This workshop will explore working conditions of workers, particularly hired labor, throughout the food system, and
compare their legal rights and protections, including a discussion of the lesser rights experienced by farmworkers and
tipped employees. The panel will also discuss current campaigns intended to make improvements in these difficult
conditions.
Speakers: Alexia Kulweic from the University of Wisconsin Extension- School for Workers, Elena Perez from Restaurant
Opportunities Center (ROC) Seattle, and Sally Lee from the Rural Advancement Foundation International (RAFI)

The International Approach to Domestic Fair Trade: Decent Work and the Future of Global
Organics
There are currently new initiatives from international organizations to improve the working conditions and
environmental sustainability of the agricultural supply chain in the “Global North.” How do these initiatives compare to
our work in the United States and Canada? We will hear about decent work in agriculture and IFOAM-Organics
International’s Organic 3.0. This session will give conference participants the opportunity to learn about initiatives
happening internationally and consider how to use this new knowledge to improve our own domestic work.
Speakers: Michelle Miller from the University of Wisconsin-Madison Center for Integrated Agriculture Systems (UWCIAS) (moderator), Peter Hurst, consultant to the International Labor Organization (ILO) and David Gould from IFOAM Organics International

Fair Trade and Free Trade: How They Impact Climate Change and Racism in our Food System
During the last presidential primary race, Republican candidate, avid supporter of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP),
and self-identified “free-trader,” John Kasich, told the public, we need fair trade. What does fair trade mean in the
context of free trade agreements? This session will include an update on TPP and TTIP, and associate campaigns, as well
as a discussion of the potential impacts that free trade agreements can have on climate change and racial
discrimination. Speakers will also address current efforts to address the issue of climate change.
Speakers: D Pei Wu from Jobs with Justice Portland (moderator), Michael Shannon from the Oregon Fair Trade
Campaign, Gillian Locasio from the Washington Fair Trade Coalition, and Don Motanic from the Intertribal Timber
Council

Lunchtime Discussion: “Corporate Social Responsibility” and the Fight for Fairness, Equity,
and Sustainability in the Food Chain
Hosted by UFCW Local 21 in the Council Suite
These days everyone wants to appear socially responsible. Companies like Walmart and Monsanto publish reports
touting their commitment to sustainability, but campaigners, consumers, and policy-makers find it difficult to critically
assess the claims of these companies. As a union that represents workers in the food processing and retail sectors, the
corporatization of social responsibility hinders our efforts to hold employers accountable and we suspect that many of
you must face your own similar challenges. So, let’s talk about it and see what we can do.
Proposed Discussion Questions: How does the corporatization of social responsibility impact our interests at different
points in the food chain? How can mission-driven producers, traders, and retailers differentiate themselves from lessprincipled, but deep-pocketed, competitors? How can we work together to neutralize the negative impacts of weak
corporate social responsibility schemes?
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B E P A R T O F T H E FA R M I N G

THANK YOU SPONSORS!
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